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No, 



Full Name 



Date 



n 



Social Security 
Number 



(no initials if you can possibly gee full name}" 



Address 



City 




State 



_Zip Code C/jr'cCn 



Dace of 3irth 



(This is important and should be exact. 



Approximate age 



Religion 



_(To be used ONLY when date of birth is not known.) 
Nationalitv y4 ' d- c >±/ 



Occupation 
Education 
Weight 



Height 



/C 



Ra c e (szL± f . 



Color of hair //a^;c zL£^A ^ C olor of eyes 

Outstanding characteristics or interests 

Married or single ..^/W£Z.^ C hildren 



(Number, ages, and names, if possible) 



Soouse's name 



Scouting connections ; 



Chartered organization 



Unit No. City State Position Gate registered Date resigned 



/o/j// ?/ 



Special recognition 



Suspended or denied registration for following reasons: <*g fL/ (2d=LLk<2 A-kuSf. 
figc^SfSfiffiSQ /s/gtj^si to Corpse A6***s 



SPECIFY THE FACTS WHICH LEAD YOU TO RECOMMEND DENIAL OF REGISTRATION, 
INCLUDING HOW THE INFORMATION CAME TO THE COUNCIL'S ATTENTION , AND LIST 
ATTACHED SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS (STATE ONLY KNOW N FAC TS, NOT RUMOR, CONJECTURE , 
OR SPECULATION): 



NOV ! 1988 wv 3 .„ 

F * STAROi* JOSEPH L ANGLIV 
3962r 

3/2/38-eko 
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December 2, 1988 



Mr. Daniel G. Millar 
Scour Executive 
Blue Water Council , I 



Mo. 277 



PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 



SU3J3CT: Paul J* Wadaga 



Dear Dan: 



Thank you for the detailed information sent: concerning the above Scouter- 
This case has been reviewed with our attorney and is now on our permanent 
Confidential Pile. 

Sincerely, 



Paul Ernst, Director 
Registration Service 



cc: East Central Region 



eJco 
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Times HeraW — RALPH W. POLOV1CH 

Tourism Grand Prix Saturday. 





case leads 
to teacher 

Port Huron educator 
makes deal, resigns 



By JOHN F. BROWN 
and TOM MURPHY 
Times Herald 

A Port Huron Area School Dis- 
trict teacher has resigned during 
an investigation into alleged child 
sexual abuse. 

Paul J. Wadaga, 48, who taught 
fourth and fifth grade at Harrison 
Elementary School in Port Huron, 
is suspected of molesting as many 
as 18 boys over the past 18 years, 
'St Clair County Prosecutor Rob- 
ert H. Cleiand said. 

Wadaga, a district teacher for 
24 years, resigned under an 
agreement that he would not be 
charged if he cooperated with in- 
vestigators, Cleiand said. 

The immunity agreement was 
signed by Wadaga on Sept 2, the 
same day he submitted his resig- 
nation to the school district, Clei- 
and said, 

Cleiand said Wadaga, after 
signing the agreement, admitted 
having been sexually involved 
with 10 boys aged 9 and 10 years 
old. Cleiand said another eight 
cases are suspected. 

Cleiand said the alleged victims 
apparently were neighbors or the 
children of friends. He said none 
of the boys appears to have been a 
student erf Wadaga's. 

Attempts to reach Wadaga since 
See WADAGA, 2A 




1980 pftOTO 



Paul J. Wadaga 



Counselors offer 
help to victims 

By TOM MURPHY 
Times Herald 

Blue Water Area counselors are 
available to help anyone who may 
have been sexually assaulted by a 
former Port Huron teacher. 

Paul J. Wadaga, formerly a 
teacher at Hamson Elementary 
School, resigned Sept. 1 during an 
investigation by the St Clair 
County Sheriff Department 
See HELP, 2A 



Ha ve questions? Need help? 

* m QUESTIONS AND information about the case can be 

directed to St. Clair County Sheriff Oetecrrve Rick H. LaRue. 
985-31 15, or county Protective Services. 984-7500. 
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Eariv signs 

It Tvas a young man's attempted 
suicide that tipped off authorities 
to a prohiem, Cleiand said. 

On July 5,, a parent of the 23- 
^r-old man told police that 
aga's past association with 

, young man was partly to 

blame for the suicide attempt. 

Sheriff Detective Rick H. LaRue 
said a subsequent investigation 
turned up numerous other moles- 
tation accusations. 

However, Cleiand said none of 
. those complaints could be proved 
because no one has been willing to 
press charges. 

"There has been a lot of ac- 
cusations," LaRue said, "but no. 
one wants to testify." 

LaRue said the young man who 
attempted suicide also refused to 
testify. 

Cleiand said the decision to 
. grant Wadaga immunity from 
prosecution was made: 

m To get help immediately to 
the abused youngsters. 

"We want to try to get these 
people help. The last thing I want 
to see is what happened to the 
first kid who began this in- 
vestigation, and that is to hurt 
" <raselves," Cleiand said 

To get Wadaga out of the 
^assroom and away from chil- 
dren. 

m Because prosecutors could 
prove no crime since no one would 
accuse Wadaga in open court. 

"We had no one willing to tes- 
tify and parents refused to coop- 
erate with investigators," Cleiand 
said. "We have no provable case. 
... There is no proof of criminal 
activity. 

"We' know the victims are there, 
and we know these things hap- 
pened. But we keep getting the 
door slammed in our face." * , . 

Besides quitting teaching, 
Wadaga agreed: 

■ To give the names of any 
children involved in criminal 
sexual conduct complaints. 

m Not to take any job involving 
children. 

a Not to take part in any youth 
activities, including Boy Scouts, in 
which he once was active. 



r 



'.now what's cooking 
each Wednesday 
in FOOD 



interviews with the 10 boys whose 
najfk Wadaga supplied as part of 
thSEnucicy agreement. 

Cleiand also said his office wiU 
monitor Wadaga periodically 
through written reports and con- 
tact with police in the town in 
which Wadega relocates. 

The statute of limitations for 
molestating a child is six years 
after the offense or six years after 
the victim turns 21. 

Wadaga's resignation is not of- 
ficial until accepted by the dis- 
trict's Board of Education. That 
could occur at the board's meet- 
ing SepL 19. 

School Superintendent Larry J. 
Moeiler said he could not legally 
comment on specific incidents. 
Indeed, he declined to confirm 
that Wadaga had resigned. But 
Moeiler added: 

"Any time we get any kind of 
report or accusation, we would 
investigate ... and take the most 
severe action that was appropri- 
ate." 

Harrison Principal Joann Mon- 
aghan declined to comment and 
directed questions to Moeller's of- 
. See. 

Cleiand described Wadaga as 
"highly intelligent" and "highly 
trusted." He said Wadaga is a 
charismatic man who initiated 
relationships with boys - after de- 
veloping close ties with their 
families. 

"This is a fellow who en- 
gendered a great deal of trust — 
particularly with the parents," 
Cleiand said. - 

"At this point, there is no con- 
nection (with) his students. We 
have no student-teacher cases." 

Wadaga, who was born and 
raised in L'Anse in Michigan's 
Upper Peninsula, graduated from 
Michigan State University in 1964 
with a bachelor's degree in ele- 
mentary education. 

He received: a master's degree 
in elementary education from 
Eastern Michigan University in 
1975. > : - 

Wadaga was involved in local 
Boy Scout activities for 12 years 
but apparently left Scouting some 
10 years ago. He also worked, with 
the Port. Huron Recreation De- 
partment for five years after 
moving to the city. 



Port Huron. 

Both wom^fcere passangers of 
a vehicle dnro by Richard L. 
Davies, 49, of 2701 W. Birch Hill 
Road, Smiths Creek. Davies' car 
was struck from behind by a car 
driven by Sheridan L Hoopen- 
garner, 41, of 6275 Gibbons Road, 
Jeddo, about 6:15 pjm M state 
troopers at the St. Clair post said. 

Hoopengarner was arrested for 
drunken driving, police said. 

Jeddo woman hurt 
in 2-car accident 

MARYSVILLE - A Jeddo 
woman suffered minor injuries 
after a two-car accident on Wad- 
hams and Ravenswood roads 
Saturday. 

Judy A. Wilton, 21, of 5812 Jeddo 
Road, was treated in Port Huron 
Hospital and released. 



Help 



Continued from 1A 

Officials believe he molested at 
least 10 boys aged 9 and 10 during 
the past 18 years. 

The St Clair County Depart- 
ment of Social Services has 
formed a team of counselors to 
work with victims and their fami- 
lies, DSS Director Juanita A. Git- 
tings said. 

"The parents will also go 
through a phase of denial and 
guilt and anger," Gittings said. 
"They will ask, 'Why my kid?' 
and 'Why didn't anyone stop this?' 
But we will let them know they're 
not alone, 

tr We want to help them in every 
way possible." 

A DSS worker will accompany a 
sheriff department investigator to 
interview victims and will refer 
them to counseling agencies if 
necessary. 

Public agencies participating 
include Blue Water Mental Health 
and Child Guidance Clinic and St 
Clair County Community Mental 
Health. , , _ i 

Gittings said information' dis- 
closed by victims* will be kept 
confidential, and victims are free 
to choose whether to press 
charges. 

The agencies will try to cover 
costs for victims who cannot pay 
for counseling or therapy, Gittings 
said. 



fj cenre 



CErfOfOR -984-4550 



limHw B. Ate, JO. 

CERTIFIED, American Board of Ophthalmology- 
FELLOW, American Board of Ophthalmology ^ 



Letha R. Gam: 

PORT HURON - 
Gambia, 73, died Thir 
3, 1988, in Port Huron : 

She was born July 
Kalkaska. She marriec 
Gamble Oct 1527, In - 
He died April 3, 1976. 

Mrs. Gamble was a 
the Golden Ages and 
tion Army Church. She 
dedicated mother a. 
mother. She liked to tr 
do embroidery work. 

She is survived by 
sons, Larry E. Gamble 
(Nancy) Gamble anr 
(Emma ) Gamble, a 
Huron; 14 grandchile 
great-grandchildren 
Gertrude Bohnert of 
and Edna Ledford 
Clemens; one brother 
in-law, Harold and Dc 
of Port Huron; several 
nephews. 

She was preceded in 
great-grandson, Bra. 
Brusch Dec. 10, 1387. 

Services will be 1 p.; 
in Arthur Smith Fum 
South, a Guardian Ch 
John Larsen of The 
Army will officiate. Bu 
in Sunset Memorial Ga 

Visiting is 24 and 7-9 
in the funeral home. 

Pallbearers will be 
ble's grandsons, Terr 
ble, Michael Baisl 
Gamble Jr., Micr 
oszkiewicz, Emery 
Elmer Gamble, Eric C 
Bruce Brusch. Hone 
bearers are Nicholas 
Gamble. 

Memorials may be rr. 
Salvation Army. 
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READY FOR F"-£ 



October 




Mr. Daniel G. Miller 

Scout Executive 

iiue .iatar Council, :< r o . 277 



SUBJ2C7; PAUL^ADAGA 



Dear 3au: 



I recently *as ^iven a copy or 3ose coanuuication which you had concerning the 
above naned individual. We noce chat he has addicted sexual abuse of youth* 

Siuca :ir. wauuga was iavolved in Scouting, at one tiae, we would want to taake 
certain that he could a ever again involve hiiaself with the 3oy Scouts of 
America. I, therefore, would like to set up a Confidential File and would 
like to have a Confidential Ilecord Sheet completed * so we have all the 
information necessary for identification. 

I have enclosed a sheet for your use* A copy of a piece of paper with Mr. 
Wadaga's signature would also aid in the identification process. 

Thanks for your help in protecting the youth in America- 

Sincerely, 



Paul Zrnst, Director 
Registration Service 



pam 



Enclosure 



: East Central "Region * w "*- 
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Cub Scout, Soy Scout and Exaiorer Programs 

Blue Water Council No. 277 
\/ Boy Scouts of America 

BOY SCOUTS Of AMERICA 1 



September 19, 1988 

Mr. A1 Marin, Area P i rector 
Anr^rbor^1^4310d 

Dear Al , 

Enclosed is a photocopy of the first newspaper article regarding a new sex 
abuse case in Port Huron, that I found on my return from the conference on Sunday* 
September 11. Mr. Wadaga was involved for about 12-15 years in Bay Scouting, 
but only about 4 years as an Assistant Scout Master where he would have youth 
contact. A number of articles following the original article indicates that 
additional children were abused, but to date, they have not been able to identify 
any Scouts or former Scouts. 

Nevertheless, I thought this particular case gave us a good oportunity to 
identify to the general public what Scouting is doing about protecting children 
from child abuse. I have also enclosed a copy of my "Letter to the Editor, 11 
which appeared this Sunday, September 21, in the Times Herald. I am sure you 
can tell' most of it was extracted directly from the Youth Protection Media training. 
Trust it meets your approval. 

The request for a 510,000 Gannett Foundation grant was approved and we will 
soon be in the process of ordering equipment, software, and training. We hope 
to have the computer in operation by December 1, 1988. 




Daniel G. Miller 
Scout Executive 



Enclosures 2 
DGM: tao 




Unicad Way 



«<;ancv ijntuc C^untv 'jnitM rN a ino 
jiwao Way cf St. Cut Counry 



h Huron. 




Time* H«rald — RALPH W. POLOVICH 

Tourism Grand Prix Saturday.. 
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o teacner 

Port Huron educator 
makes deal, resigns 



By JOHN ?. BROWN »\ 
and TOM MURPHY 'f. 
Times Herald :* * 

A Port Huron Area School Dis- 
trict teacher has resigned during 
an investigation into alleged child 
sexual abuse. 

Paul J; Wadaga, 48, who taught 
fourth and fifth grade at Harrison 
Elementary School in Port Huron, 
is suspected of molesting as many, 
as 13 boys over the past 18 years, 
St. Clair County Prosecutor Rob- 
ert EL Clehnd said. 

Wadaga, a district teacher for 
24 years, resigned under an 
agreement that he would not be 
charged if he cooperated with in- 
vestigators, Celand said. 

The immunity agreement was 
signed by Wadaga on Sept. 2, the 
same day he submitted his resig- 
nation to the school district, Clei- 
and said. 

Cleiand said Wadaga, after 
signing the agreement, admitted 
having been sexually ' involved 
with 10 boys aged 9 and 10 years 
old. Cleiand said another eight 
cases are suspected. 

Cleiand said the alleged victims 
apparently were neighbors or the 
children of friends. He- said none 
of the boys appears to have been a 
student of Wadaga's. 

Attempts to reach Wadaga since 
See WADAGA, 2A 




198Q phcro 

Paul J. Wadaga 

Counselors offer 
help to victims 

By TOM MURPHY • 
Times Herald 

Blue Water Area counselors are 
available to help anyone who may 
have been sexually assaulted by a 
former Port Huron teacher. 

Paul J. Wadaga, formerly a 
teacher at Harrison Elementary 
School, resigned Sept. 2 during an 
investigation by the SL Clair 
County Sheriff Department. 
See HELP, 2A 



Have questions? Need help? 



•* QUESTIONS AND information about the case can be 

directed :o SL Clair County Sheriff Detective Rick H. LaRue, 
985-3' 1 5, or counry Protective Services! S3--75CG. 
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.-Hi- 



/Signs 

a young r^r/'s attempted 
le that tipped off authorities 
problem, Cleiand said. 
/On July 5, t a parent or the 23- 
ir-old man toid police that 
iaga's past association with 
_j young man was partly to 
blame for Che suicide attempt. 

Sheriff Detective Rick H. LaRue 
.said a subsequent investigation 
turned up numerous other moies- 

■ cation accusations. 

However, Cleiand said none of 

• those complaints couid be proved 
. because no one has been willing to 

press charges. 

''There has been a lot of ac- 
cusations," LaRue said, "but no. 
one wants to testify." 

LaRue said the young man who 
actempted suicide also refused to 
testify. . 

CTeiand said the decision to 
grant Wadaga immunity from 
prosecution was made: 

■ m To get help immediately to 
the abused youngsters. 

"We want to try to get these 

• people help. The last thing I want 
to see is what happened :o the 
first kid who began this in- 
vestigation, and that is to hurt 
themselves," Cleiand said. 

To get Wadaga out of the 
c iroom and away from chil- 
dren. 

■ 3ecause prosecutors couid 
prove no crime since no one would 
accuse Wadaga in open court. 

"We had no "one wiiiurg to tes- 

• tLfy and parents refused to coop- 
■ erate with investigators," Cleiand 
said. "We have no provable case. 
... There is no proof of criminal 
activity. 

l *We"know the victims are there, 
and we know these things hao 
.pened. But we .keep getting the 
door slammed in our face." . , . 
^Besides quitting teaching, 
Wadaga agreed: 

■ To give the names of any 
children involved in criminal 
sexual conduct complaints. 

m Not to take any job involving 
children. 

* Not to take part in any youth 
activities, including Boy Scouts, in 
which he once was active. 



.:ews with the 10 boys -hose I 
r.^K Wadaga supplied as part of j 
tn^dm unitv agreement. j 

Cleiand also said his office will ! 
monitor Wadaga periodically | 
- through written reports and con- 
-tact with police in the town in 
which Wadega relocates. 

The statute of limitations for 
molestating a child is sis years 
after the offense or six years after 
the victim turns 21. 

'Waciaga's resignation is not of- 
ficial until . accepted by the dis- 
trict's 3oard of Education. That 
couid occur at the board's meet- 
ing Sept. 19. 

School Superintendent Larry J. 
Moeiler said he could not legally 
comment on specific incidents. 
Indeed, he declined to confirm 
that Wadaga had resigned. But 
Moeiler added: 

".Any time we get any kind of* 
report or accusation, we would 
investigate ... and take the most 
severe action that was aoproori- 
ate." 

Harrison Principal Joann Mon- 
aghan declined to comment and , 
directed questions to Moeller's of- / 



.viercy hospital, 



Port Huron.^ 

Both xcn^B^ere passangers of 
a vehicle dnven by Richard L. 
Davies. 49, of 2701 W, Birch Hill 
Road, Smiths Creek. Davies' car 
-was struck from behind by a car 
driven by Sheridan L. H 00 pen- 
gamer, d, of S275 Gibbons Road, 
Jeddo, about : 15 p.m., state 
troopers at the St. Clair post said. 

Hoopengarner was arrested for 
drunken driving, police said. 

Jeddo woman hurt 
in 2-car accident 

MARYSVILLE - A Jeddo 
woman suffered minor in juri es 
after a two-car accident on Wad- 
hams and Ravens wood roads 
Saturday. 

Judy A. Wilfan, 21, of 5312 Jeddo 
Road, was treated in Port Huron 
HosDitai and released. 



Help 



dw what's cooking 
each Wednesday . 
in hOOD 



Cleiand described Wadaga as 
/'highly intelligent" and "highly 
'trusted." He said Wadaga is a 
charismatic man who initiated 
relationships with boys after de- 
veloping close ties with their 
families. 

i4 This is a fellow who en- 
gendered a great deal of trust — 
particularly ■ with the parents," 
Cleiand said. . 

"At this point, there is no con- 
nection (with) his students. We 
have ao student-teacher cases." 

Wadaga, who was born and 
raised in .LAnse in Michigan's 
Upper Peninsula, graduated from 
Michigan State University in 1964 
with a bachelor's degree in ele- 
mentary education. 

He received* a master's degree . 
in ' elementary education from 
Eastern .Michigan University in 
1975. . ■ • 

Wadaga was involved in local 
Boy Scout activities for 12 years 
-but apparently left Scouting some 
10 years ago. He .also worked, with 
the Port,. Huron Recreation De- 
:t for five years after 

mo vi 




Continued from 1A 
. Officials believe he molested at 
least 10 boys aged 9 and 10 during 
the past 13 years. 

The St. Cair County Depart- 
ment of Social Services has 
formed a team of counselors to 
work with victims and their fami- 
lies, DSS Director Juanita A. Git- 
tings said. 

"The parents will also go 
through a phase of denial and 
guilt and anger," Gittings said. 
"They will ask, 'Why my kid?' 
and 'Why didn't anyone stop this?' 
But we will let them know they're 
not aione A 

We want to heip them in ever* 
way possible." 

A DSS worker will accompany a 
sheriff department investigator to 
interview victims and will refer 
'hem to counseling agencies if 
hecessaiy. 

Public a g en ci es participating 
[include 3iue Water Mental Health 
and Child Guidance Cdrdc and SL 
Clair County Community Mental 
Health. _ - 

Gittings said information dis- 
closed by victims ttlII be kept 
confidential, and victims are free 
to choose whether to press 
charges. 

The agencies will try to. cover 
costs for victims who cannot pay 
for counseling or therapy, Gittings 
IsaidL 



Letha R. Garn 

PORT HURON — 
Gamble, 73, died TV 
3, 1933, in Ron HuroiT 
She was born Juiv 
Kalkaska. She marrie 
Gamble Oct. 1937, in 
He died April 3, 1976. 

Mrs. Gamble was a 
the Golden Ages and 
Son Army Church.. She 
dedicated mother a 
mother. She liked to t 
do embroidery work, 

She is survived by 
sons, Larry S. Gamble 
(Nancy) Gamble an; 
(Emma) Gamble, a 
Huron; 14 grandchiic 
great-grandchildren 
Gertrude Bohnert of 
and Edna Ledford 
Clemens; one brother 
in-law, Harold and Dc 
pi Port Huron; several 
; nephews. 

She was preceded in 
' : great-grandson, Bruc 
iBrusch Dec. 10, 1987. 
! Services will be 1 p.r 
fin Arthur Smith Fune 
South, a Guardian Chz 
John Larsen of The 
Army will officiate. Bir 
in Sunset Memorial Gas 
Visiting is 24 and 7-9 
in the funeral home. 

Pallbearers will be ? 
ble's grandsons, Terre 
bie, Michael Baisie 
Gamble Jr., Mich 
oszkiewicz, Emery 
Elmer Gamble, Eric G. 
Brace Brusch. Honor, 
bearers are Nicholas ■ c 
Gamble- 
Memorials may be en 
Salvation Army. 



CERTIFIED, Arrterican Hoard of Ophthalmology 
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